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NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE 
ON  CHRISTIAN  UNITY 


In  the  opinion  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  at  its 
sessions  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  August  3-21,  1927,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  its  Continuation  Committee,  it  is  most  desirable  that 
local  conferences  be  held  in  many  centres,  under  independent 
auspices,  for  continuing  the  studies  begun  at  Lausanne.  The 
object  of  such  discussions  is  “the  clear  statement  and  full  consid- 
eration of  those  things  in  which  we  (Christians)  differ,  as  well  as 
of  those  things  in  which  we  are  at  one.” 

At  the  request  of  the  Continuation  Committee,  members  of  the 
Lausanne  Conference  and  other  persons  resident  in  New  England 
met  three  times  in  May  1928  and  again  in  October  to  arrange  for 
a New  England  Conference.  Invitations  were  issued  to  repre- 
sentatives in  six  states  of  the  Baptist,  Congregational,  Episcopal, 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Reformed,  Seventh  Day  Baptist, 
Unitarian  and  Universalist  Churches,  the  Society  of  Friends, 
the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem  and  various  united,  nonde- 
nominational  and  federated  bodies.  The  membership  included 
bishops,  clergymen,  missionaries,  professors  and  laymen  and 
women. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.m.  on  Tuesday 
November  20,  1928,  in  Trinity  Parish  House,  Boston,  by  Rev. 
Edward  M.  Noyes,  D.D.,  Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee. 
The  following  rules  of  procedure  were  unanimously  adopted : 


RULES  OF  PROCEDURE 

1.  For  the  discussions  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  the  Program  Committee  shall  assign  the  members  to  round-table  groups  of 
not  more  than  twenty-five  members  each,  and  shall  designate  a convener  for 
each  group,  posting  the  lists  by  9 A.M.  on  Wednesday  and  making  separate 
provisions  for  persons  not  yet  registered. 

2.  Each  round-table  group  shall  choose  its  own  chairman  or  continue  its 
convener  in  the  chair. 

3.  The  chairman  of  each  round-table  group  may,  at  his  discretion,  require  that 
members  desiring  to  speak  hand  in  their  cards  with  a written  indication  of  the 
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point  they  wish  to  make.  The  chairman  may  at  any  stage  select  the  following 
speaker,  may  impose  a short  time-limit  upon  speeches,  and  do  all  possible  to 
secure  varied  and  valuable  contributions  to  the  discussion. 

4.  Each  round-table  group  may  decide  for  itself  whether  to  submit  a written 
report  to  the  larger  session  dealing  with  its  subject  in  the  afternoon,  or  charge 
its  chairman  or  another  member  to  make  an  oral  report,  or  may  decide  to  make 
no  joint  report  as  a round-table  group. 

5.  In  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday  the  morning’s  chairmen,  acting  jointly,  shall 
convene  two  large  groups,  meeting  simultaneously,  consisting  of  all  members 
who  have  been  discussing  the  same  subject.  The  morning’s  chairmen  shall 
elect  two  of  their  number  to  preside  over  those  groups,  the  other  morning’s 
chairmen  acting  as  vice-chairmen  during  the  afternoon.  These  chairmen  and 
vice-chairmen  shall  direct  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference  for  the  remainder 
of  its  sessions. 

6.  Reports  from  the  morning’s  groups  shall  be  heard  in  the  afternoon  before 
the  discussions  are  resumed. 

7.  The  two  groups  in  their  sessions  Wednesday  afternoon  shall  draw  up  each 
its  own  report  in  writing  for  presentation  to  the  full  Conference  Wednesday 
evening.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  staff  to  have  copies  made  for  distribution 
to  each  member  at  8 p.m.,  but  only  if  the  drafts  are  in  hand  by  6 p.m. 

8.  Each  report,  whether  written  or  oral,  shall  contain  not  only  a statement  of 
agreements  reached  but  also  an  indication  of  those  issues  which  seem  most  in 
need  of  further  discussion. 

9.  No  report  or  declaration  on  the  subjects  of  the  Conference  shall  be  declared 
to  be  adopted  by  the  Conference  if  any  member  present  dissents  from  the 
report  in  question.  In  case  of  dissent,  the  difference  of  opinion  shall  be  formu- 
lated, if  possible,  and  included  in  the  report,  which  shall  then  be  re-offered  to 
the  Conference  for  adoption.  Failing  this  the  Conference  may,  before  ad- 
journing, declare  by  a majority  vote  that  such  document  is  worthy  of  study 
and  perfecting  by  the  friends  of  Christian  unity.  The  Conference  shall  stand 
adjourned  not  later  than  10:15  p.m.  on  Wednesday  November  21,  and  nobody 
shall  be  appointed  to  formulate  its  findings  in  its  name  thereafter. 

10.  Each  session  shall  begin  and  end  with  devotions,  and  at  the  discretion  of 
the  chairmen  there  shall  be  other  periods  of  devotion.  During  the  devotions 
the  doors  shall  be  closed. 

Rev.  Floyd  W.  Tomkins,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  delivered  the  open- 
ing address  in  explanation  of  the  object  of  the  Conference. 

Rev.  Frederick  A.  Wilmot,  Religious  Editor  of  the  Providence 
Journal^  followed  with  a stereopticon  lecture  on  the  subject 
What  happened  at  Lausanne.” 

In  the  evening  of  Tuesday  November  20,  a public  meeting  was 
held  in  Trinity  Church.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  L.  Slattery,  D.D., 
conducted  the  devotions  and  introduced  the  speakers  of  the 
evening,  Rev.  Morris  H.  Turk,  D.D.,  whose  subject  was  “Ap- 
proaches to  Unity,”  and  Rev.  James  L.  Barton,  D.D.,  “Unity 
in  the  Mission  Field.” 

During  the  morning  of  Wednesday  November  21,  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  procedure,  the  Conference  was  divided  into  small 
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round-table  groups,  each  charged  with  the  study  of  one  of  the 
subjects  of  the  program. 

As  a part  of  its  own  calendar,  Trinity  Church  announced  a cele- 
bration of  the  Holy  Communion  at  12.10  p.m.,  which  was  at- 
tended by  many  members  of  the  Conference. 

During  the  afternoon  two  large  groups  consisting  of  all  members 
who  had  been  discussing  the  same  subject  met  simultaneously 
and  drafted  each  its  own  report. 

In  the  evening  the  Conference  in  full  session  received  those  two 
reports,  which  after  discussion  and  emendation  were  unanimously 
adopted.  They  are  contained  on  pages  6 and  7. 

On  Tuesday  evening  and  again  Wednesday  noon  and  Wednesday 
evening,  meals  were  served  for  the  members  of  the  Conference  in 
a private  dining-room  at  the  Hotel  Brunswick,  near  Trinity 
Parish  House.  Rooms  were  provided  in  the  same  hotel  for  some 
of  the  round-table  groups.  The  cost  of  meals  to  the  individual 
members  was  reduced  by  means  of  gifts  secured  by  a Boston 
layman.  These  meals  in  common  were  a great  advantage, 
affording  opportunities  not  only  for  social  intercourse  but  also 
for  intomal  discussion  of  the  subjects  being  studied. 

At  its  final  session,  the  Conference  expressed  its  thanks  to  all 
who  had  cooperated  in  the  arrangements,  and  voted  to  request  the 
Program  Committee  to  continue  its  work  and  to  take  steps  for 
the  promotion  of  similar  conferences  in  other  centres  of  New 
England. 

EDWARD  M.  NOYES 

Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee 

RALPH  W.  BROWN 

Secretary 


5 


Report  upon  the  subject  What  degree  of  unity  in  faith  is  necessary 
in  a reunited  church?  unanimously  adopted  by  the  New  England 
Conference  on  Christian  Unity  in  full  session  November  21,  1928. 

I.  We  affirm  that  our  common  experience  of  God  through 
Christ  is  the  basis  of  our  fellowship  as  Christians.* 

II.  As  Christians  we  recognize  an  underlying  unity  of 
believers  in  Jesus  Christ. 

III.  We  value  the  historic  confessions  of  Christianity  as 
witnessing  to  the  realities  implicit  in  Christian  experience 
and  faith. 

IV.  In  the  divisions  of  the  Christian  Church  we  see  the  zeal 
of  our  forbears  as  well  as  the  divergencies  in  race  and  temper- 
ament which  are  part  of  our  historical  heritage;  but  here  in 
America  with  its  fusing  of  race  and  tradition  we  believe 
Christianity  has  a rare  opportunity  to  fulfil  our  Master’s 
prayer  that  we  should  all  be  one. 

*Some  would  add  to  the  above;  “and,  as  touching  faith,  should  be  a suffi- 
cient basis  for  a reunited  Church.” 
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Report  upon  the  subject  What  constitutes  a valid  ministry  for 
a reunited  church?  unanimously  adopted  by  the  New  England 
Conference  on  Christian  Unity  in  full  session  November  21,  1928. 

We  are  impressed  by  the  fact  that  there  is  not  today  a 
ministry  recognized  by  the  whole  Christian  Church  nor  can 
there  be  in  a divided  church. 

The  practical  question  before  us,  therefore,  is  not  whether 
one  ministry  is  valid  and  another  invalid,  since  all  our 
ministries  share  the  limitations  of  the  part  of  the  Church 
Universal  in  which  they  are  exercised. 

Each  step  toward  the  union  of  existing  churches  must  be 
accompanied  by  a step  toward  a ministry  recognized  and 
accepted  by  the  churches  uniting. 

At  present  the  difficulties  in  attaining  this  end  are  most 
evident  as  between  episcopal  and  non-episcopal  churches. 

We  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  toward  making  the  minis- 
tries of  the  several  churches  effectively  valid  for  all. 

1.  Within  non-episcopal  bodies,  we  suggest  that  in  the 
ordination  of  a minister,  the  ministers  of  all  the  Christian 
churches  of  the  vicinity  be  invited  to  attend  and  participate, 
and  that,  so  far  as  possible,  the  minister  thus  ordained  be 
recognized  as  an  accepted  minister  by  all  the  churches. 

2.  As  between  episcopal  and  non-episcopal  bodies  we  com- 
mend for  serious  study  the  plan  of  union  contemplated  by 
the  churches  of  South  India,  according  to  which  full  mutual 
recognition  of  existing  ministries  is  accorded,  with  the  under- 
standing that  after  the  union,  the  common  action  of  the 
United  Church  in  ordaining  its  ministers  shall  be  expressed 
through  episcopal  ordination. 
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Conferences  like  the  one  described  in  this 
pamphlet  make  concerted  progress  be- 
yond old  limitations  of  thought  and 
outlook.  Prayer  and  discussion  extend 
the  areas  of  unanimity  in  unforeseen 
directions.  Standpoints  may  never  co- 
incide, but  horizons  are  becoming  one. 
There  is  a growing  sense  of  our  mutual 
dependence,  each  upon  all,  for  a better 
apprehension  of  God’s  will  and  ways. 
Hence  conferences. 

The  initiative  must  be  left  to  local 
agencies.  What  can  you  do  in  your  town 
or  city?  Please  address  the  Secretariat, 
P.  O.  Box  226,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A., 
for  printed  matter  and  for  the  names  of 
persons  who  might  collaborate  with  you 
in  arranging  and  conducting  such  a 
conference. 


